
NECO FUNDRAISER, September 28th, 2016 -- Rebecca Cantwell remarks:

T han kyo u all fo r co m in gto n ight.W earedelightedto s eeyo u .Iw an t t o s harea litt leabo u t ho w key
en ergy p o licies arem adein this s tatean dw hy w eareas kin gfo r yo u r help to s u p p o r t o u r w o rk.
T he u tility s ervin g60 p ercen t o fCo lo rado 's p o p u latio n ,X cel En ergy,develo p s p lan s fo r w hat it w an t s
t o do .In thein s tan ceo fa recen t ratecas eaffectin g everyo n ew ho p ays an X cel bill,theco m p an y s p en t
m o rethan $1 m illio n develo p in gits p r o p o s al.All that m o n ey w ill later bereco u p ed fro m yo u an d m e
an d all theo ther p eo p lew ho p ay their u tility bills t o X cel.
X cel's p r o p o s als go to theagen cy s et u p by s tatelaw t o regu latem o n o p o ly u tilities --T heP u blic U tilities
Co m m is s io n .Its 3 m em bers areap p o in ted by thego vern o r.W hilethey havevas t p o w er,few Co lo radan s
kn o w an ythin gabo u t them o r ho w thes ys tem w o rks .A s m all gro u p o flaw yers an d an alys t s at theP U C
arechargedw ithevalu atin gtheu tility's p lan s .An yo n eels ew ho w an t s to p lay in this gam ehas to do s o
o n their o w n dim e.T hat in clu des thes o lar in du s t ry w ho s ep r o du ct rep res en t s o n ly a litt lem o rethan 1
p ercen t o fX cel's gen eratio n p o r tfo lio bu t as w eall kn o w ,rep res en t s theclean en ergy fu tu rew eall
n eed.
T o "in terven e''in o n eo fthecas es filed by X cel req u ires a law yer w ith s p ecial ex p erien cein thearcan e
r u les o ftheP U C,u n ders tan din go ftheco m p licated p r o cedu res an d theability to an alyzew hat theu tility
is p r o p o s in g.In s ho r t,gettin gin vo lved is very ex p en s ive.
T his s u m m er,w ew erefacin gthrees u chhu gecas es .In additio n to theratecas e,w ew erefacin ga
p r o p o s al fr o m X cel to bu ild a gian t 50M W S o lar farm in co m p etitio n w itho u r in du s t ry,an dtheu tility's
p lan s fo r ren ew ableen ergy p r o gram s fo r then ex t threeyears .
W edecided to w o rkw ith X cel an do thers t o t ry to co m eu p w ith a s ettlem en t rather than go thro u gh
m o n ths o flitigatio n in w hat w o u ld belikean ex ten ded civil law s u it o n each o n e,w ith tes tim o n y,
dis co very,cro s s -ex am in atio n at hearin gs an do ther co m p licated p ro cedu res .
Du rin gthis p r o ces s ,X cel had team s o flaw yers ,ratean alys t s ,eco n o m is ts an do thers at theready to
critiq u eevery idea an d r u n s o p his ticated an alys is --all,o fco u r s e,than ks to u s ,theratep ayers .W hat did
CO S EIA have? A virtu ally vo lu n teer law yer,a vo lu n teer bo ard p res iden t,thehelp o fo ther vo lu n teer
bo ard m em bers an d an execu tivedirecto r w ith lo t s o fo ther is s u es o n her p late.W ew eres u p p o s edto
beableto im m ediately o ffer co u n ter p r o p o s als backed by eviden cefo r everythin gX cel p r o p o s ed. W e
w eres u p p o s edto beableto an alyzean d critiq u etheim p acts o n o u r in du s t ry o fs o p his ticated rate
p r o p o s als w ithm an y m o vin gp ar t s .
W earep leas ed w ith w hat w ew ereableto n ego tiatein thes ettlem en t w ereached w ithX cel an d 22
o ther in terven in gp ar ties .Bu t it w as o n ly a p ar tial victo ry.
Clear ly,thep layin gfield in this s cen ario is w o efu lly u n even .David an d Go liath co m es to m in d.X cel has
virtu ally u n lim ited res o u rces becau s eit is s u p p o r tedw ith thep u blic's do llar s .CO S EIA an d o thers w ho
arerep res en tin ga clean en ergy fu tu rew earetryin gto bu ild,m u s t t ry to res p o n d w ithvery few
res o u rces .T o begin to les s en thedis p arity,chan ges aren eeded:
Firs t,L aw m akers n eedto reco n s ider theru les o fthis gam eto en s u regreater eq u ity.Fo r ex am p le,in
o ther s tates ,in terven o r s aregran ted bu dgets s o they can affo rd to hirelaw yers ,an alys t s an do ther
ex p er t s n eededto effectively res p o n d to theu tility
S eco n d,T hep u blic n eeds to get in vo lved in u n ders tan din gthis dyn am ic an d p lay a m o res u bs tan tial r o le
in help in gn o n p r o fits s u chas N ew En ergy Co lo rado co m m u n icate w ithp o licy m akers an d o thers abo u t
thes eis s u es .
O u r go al is to bu ild a w o r ld that is s u s tain able.W ith glo bal carbo n dio x idelevels n o w ex ceedin g400
p ar t s p er m illio n ,w ehavep as s ed a very dan gero u s thres ho ld in term s o ftheheadlo n gr u s h to w ards
catas t r o p hic clim atechan ge.W eabs o lu tely m u s t revers eco u r s eq u ickly.S o lar en ergy is o n eo fthem o s t
im p o r tan t an d im m ediatew ays t o bu ild a clean en ergy fu tu re.



S o lar is ready to s calerap idly to beco m ea m ajo r en ergy fo rce.W es eeka fair an do p en s o lar m arket to
ben efit thecitizen s o fCo lo rado w hilecreatin gjo bs an d p res ervin go u r en viro n m en t.W es eeka m arket
that fairly co m p en s ates s o lar en ergy fo r thetim eit is p r o du ced an d rates that allo w a fair valu eo fs o lar
an d a co m p etitivem arket w itho u t in cen tives .
T hes earethes am ego als that Co lo radan s em braced12 years ago w hen w ep as s ed Am en dm en t 37.
W eares till batt lin gto fu lfill thes ego als an d w ehavevery lim ited fu n ds .W ew ill u s eevery p en n y yo u
giveu s w is ely as w eco n tin u eto fight fo r a fu tu rethat w ill p res ervew hat m akes Co lo rado s o s p ecial.

`̀W ith u tilities s u p p o r ted gen ero u s ly w ith thep u blic's ratedo llar s ,theyo u n g s o lar in du s t ry faces a very
u n even p layin gfield in m akin gits cas efo r m o res o lar-frien dly p o licies ,''s aid R ebecca Can tw ell,Ex ecu tive
Directo r o ftheCo lo rado S o lar En ergy In du s t ries As s o ciatio n ."T heagen cies that m akem u ch u tility
p o licy arearcan ean d law yer-do m in atedco m m is s io n s an d it is hard fo r thep u blic to get en gaged.T hat's
w hy w en eedm o rep eo p leto jo in u s as S o lar Citis u n s (s ign u p at htt p ://go s o larco lo rado .o rg/)an d s tan d
u p fo r s o lar.''


