
Cloud seeding – a contradictory statement 
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Cloud seeding is no longer considered a fringe science, and is 
considered a mainstream tool to improve rain precipitation and snow. 
New technology and research has produced reliable results that 
make cloud seeding a dependable and affordable water-supply 
practice for many regions. While practiced widely around the world, 
the effectiveness of cloud seeding is still a matter of academic 
debate. In 2004 the United States National Research Council 
released a report stating that to date, there is still no convincing 
scientific proof of the efficacy of intentional weather modification as it 
only has 30% or less chance of success. 
 
Referring to the 1903, 1915, 1919, 1944, and 1947 and weather 
modification experiments, the Australian Federation of Meteorology 
discounted "rain making." By the 1950s, the CSIRO Division of 
Radiophysics switched to investigating the physics of clouds and had 
hoped by 1957 to better understand these processes. By the 1960s, 
the dreams of weather making had faded only to be re-ignited post-
corporatization of the Snowy Mountains Scheme in order to achieve 
"above target" water. This would provide enhanced energy generation 
and profits to the public agencies that are the principal owners. Cloud 
seeding has been shown to be effective in altering cloud structure 
and size and in converting supercooled liquid water to ice particles. 
The amount of precipitation due to seeding is difficult to quantify.	
  


