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L ivingW aterS ynod,EL CA

• “ R ES O LVED thattheL ivingW aterS ynod,
m eetinginassem bly,recognizeCreationCare
asintegraltoeachfaithpractice,livedoutin
w orship,service,study,and w itnessasavital
com ponentofthechurch’sidentity and
vocationtoday.” – M ay 2014
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R esearchQ uestion

• How doleadersperceiveand practicecreation
careincongregationsandineveryday life,and
w hatisthem issionalcharacteroftheir
perceptionsandpractices?

InterpretiveL enses

• T heoretical

–S ustainability

–Globalization

–GlobalCivil
S ociety

• Biblical& T heological

–N atureasActiveS ubject

–S tew ardship

–P erichoresis

–Eschatology

–S acram entalIm agination
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T heoretical:S ustainability

• A non-religiousdescriptionofcaringforcreation
thatview stheearthasaninterdependentsystem
ofgeologicalandbiologicalprocessesonw hich
hum ansociety dependsandthattakesactionto
ensurethew elfareofthoseprocessessothat
hum ansociety canexistindefinitelyw ithinthem .

•  T heN aturalS tep,fram ew orkforsustainable
conceptualizinganddecision-m akingused
w orldw ideby organizations,businesses,cities.

T heoretical:Globalization

• Anem ergingphenom enonofsocial,econom ic,
political,andculturalinterrelatednessw orldw ide.
O urresourceconsum ption,actionsandinactions,
system sofinfrastructure,w orldview s,and
com m unicationnotonly im pacthum ansociety
andtheenvironm entlocally butalsohaveglobal
connectionsandim plications.

•  R ebeccaT oddP eters,InS earchoftheGood
L ife:T heEthicsofGlobalization(2004)
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T heoretical:GlobalCivilS ociety

• T hepublicparticipationofpeoplethroughnon-
profitandnon-governm entalorganizations
tow ardthedevelopm entofbetterliving
conditionsthroughoutthew orld.

• “ … thesphereofideas,values,institutions,
organizations,netw orks,andindividualslocated
betw eenthefam ily,thestate,andthem arketand
operatingbeyondtheconfinesofnational
societies,polities,andeconom ies.” *

•  CenterforCivilS ociety S tudies,JohnsHopkins

*Helm utAnheier,M arliesGlasius,M ary Kaldor,“ IntroducingGlobalCivilS ociety” (2001)

Biblical:N atureasActiveS ubject

• Allcreationw orshipsGod,sharesinGod’sfirst
covenant,receivesGod’scareand redem ption

• Correctivetothecom m odificationofnature
and toanthropocentrism

• N aturehasvaluebeyond itsusefulnessto
hum anbeings

• R ecoveringtheideaofview ingtherestof
natureasathou ratherthananit

•  S t.FrancisofAssisiand JohnM uir
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Biblical:(Earth)S tew ardship

• A com prehensiveview ofstew ardshipin
w hichhum anity participatesinthew orkof
Christ,thepreem inentstew ard,assum ing
responsibility forallthathasbeenentrusted
tohim and voluntarily lim itinghim selfforthe
lifeofthew orld.

•  DouglasJohnHall,T heS tew ard:A Biblical
S ym bolCom eofAge(1990)

T heological:P erichoresis

• T hetheologicalconceptofFather,S on,andHoly
S piritasaT rinitariancom m unity ofco-equal,
interdependentpersonsfindingunity intheir
dynam icinteractionsofself-givingloveforother.

• Indw ellingbecom esbasisforreim aginingthe
m issionalchurch’sreciprocalrelationshipsw ith
m em bersofitscom m unity andw ithallcreation.

•  M iroslavVolf,AfterO urL ikeness:T heChurch
astheIm ageoftheT rinity(1998);Jürgen
M oltm ann,GodinCreation(1993)



1/30/2017

6

T heological:Eschatology

• A biblical/theologicalconceptoftheend
tim es,includesthem esofjudgm ent,the
consum m ationofhistory,and theredem ption
ofallcreation.

• R edem ption

• R eform ation

•  David R hoads,“ R eflectionsonA L utheran
T heology ofCreation” (2012);L arry
R asm ussen,Earth-Honoring Faith(2013)

T heological:S acram entalIm agination

• Christ’spresencein,w ith,andunderthe
elem ents.

• L uthersaysChrist’spresenceintheEucharist
testifiestoGod’spresenceinthew holecreation
– “ God issubstantially presenteveryw here,inand

throughallcreatures,inalltheirpartsandplaces,so
thatthew orld isfullofGod andHefillsall,but
w ithoutHisbeingencom passedandsurroundedby
it.” L uther,W A 23:134

•  L arry R asm ussen,“ L utheranS acram ental
Im agination” (2014)
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S egueintoP racticalM inistry

• “ W hatsufficearenotgood ideas,criticalthoughthey be,
butgood com m unities;inourcaseanticipatory
com m unitiesm eetingadaptivechallenges.Anticipatory
com m unitiesarehom eplacesw hereitispossibleto
reim aginew orldsandreorderpossibilities,placesw here
new orrenew edpracticesgivefocustoanecologicaland
postindustrialw ay oflife.” – R asm ussen(2013)

• Churchas“ dem onstrationplot” – VanGelder,T he
EssenceoftheChurch(2000)

• Churchas“ sign,foretaste,andinstrum ent” ofGod’s
m ission– L eslieN ew bigin,T heO penS ecret(1995)

• A congregationisanidealsettingform odelingthekind
ofcreationcareneededforam oresustainablew orld.

M ethodology:
Explanatory S equentialM ixedM ethods
• Firstcollectingquantitativedata(survey)andthen

explainingthequantitativeresultsfurtherthrough
qualitativedata(interview s).

• Conductedacensussurvey by adm inisteringa
questionnairetoallpastorsrosteredinsynod

• P astorsservingcongregationsaskedtochoosethree
lay m em berstocom pletethequestionnaire,ifpossible
–(1)acongregationalpresident/electedleader

–(2)congregation’screationcareteam m em ber

–(3)som eonebetw eentheagesof18and29

• S am pling:non-probabilitypurposivesnow balltype
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M ethodology:
Explanatory S equentialM ixedM ethods
• Q uantitative– 136 participants

–63.2% clergy,36.8% lay (43.4% ofrosteredleaders)

–56.9% m ale,43.1% fem ale;averageage56

–82.1% Dem ocratorDem ocratic-leaning;14.7%
R epublicanorR epublican-leaning

–R epresented84 congregations(61.3% inthesynod)

• Q ualitative– 4 congregations,13 interview ees
–S elected2 congregationsthathadactivecreationcare

team sand2 thatdidnot

–T ranscribedandcodedrecordedinterview s

R esults-Q uantitative

How concernedareyou aboutthefollow ing challengesfacing theearth?

% Concerned or

n M ean Very Concerned

• Clim atechange/globalw arm ing 136 3.60 90.5

• W aterissues 134 3.57 94.0

• Energy issues 136 3.56 92.7

• L ossofbiodiversity/habitat 134 3.43 89.5

• Food/Agricultureissues 136 3.40 89.7

• M ineral/M iningissues 134 3.12 77.6

• Forestry issues 136 3.11 78.7

• Globalpopulationgrow th 132 3.00 75.7

% R ankedindescendingorderofm ean.S cale:

1=“ N otatallconcerned” ;2=“A littleconcerned” ;3=“ Concerned” ;4=“ Very Concerned”
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R esults-Q uantitative

P erceptions:society andcreationcare
% Agreeor

(nranged122-129) S tronglyAgree

• Hum anity’sw ell-beingisdependentonthe
earth’sw ell-being 99.2

• Hum anactivityisasignificantfactoringlobal
tem peratureincrease 96.0

• O verw helm ingscientificevidencethatcurrent
useofearth’sresourcesisunsustainable 93.6

• U .S .shouldreduceitscarbonem issionsevenif
som eothercountriesdon’tdothesam e 93.4

• T heaveragesurfacetem peratureoftheearthhas
beenincreasing 95.1

• Ihavebecom em oreconcernedaboutthe
environm entinrecentyears 92.3

R esults-Q uantitative

P erceptions:churchandcreationcare
% Agreeor

(nranged115-128) S trongly Agree

• T heBibleteachescreationcare 99.2
• T heL utheranChurchteachescreationcare 98.4
• Jesus’ teachingaboutlovingthe“ neighbor”

should beinterpreted toinclude non-hum ans 90.9
• A congregation isanidealsettingform odeling

creationcareneeded foram oresustainable w orld 93.2
• O urcongregation’sglobalconnectionsthroughEL CA

W orldHunger/disasterrelief creationcare’sim portance 86.8
• O urcongregation’sglobalconnectionsthroughEL CA

orcom panionsynodsincreasecreationcareim portance 73.0

% Disagreeor
S trongly Disagree

• T hechurchshould notbeinvolved inhelping to
shapeenvironm entalpolicy 92.7
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R esults-Q uantitative

P erceptions:potentialalliesforcreationcare

% Agreeor Don’t
S trongly Agree Know

• N ativeAm ericantribalorganizations 86.0 7.0
• S portsm enandw om en(hunting/fishing) 83.7 8.5
• U tility com panies 66.7 14.7
• Icannam eanon-profitincom m unity

opentocollaboratingoncreationcare 86.3 32.3
• P rim ary em ployersinourcom m unity

opentocollaboratingoncreationcare 84.4 50.0

Inthistable,validnsinclude“ Don’tKnow ;” nranged127-129.

R esults-Q uantitative

How essentialarethesepracticesforChristianidentity and/orparticipationin
God’sm issioninthe21st century?

% Im portantor

Very Im portant M ean

• Caringforthepoor 100.0 3.88

• P rayingregularly 99.2 3.80

• W orshipingGodregularly 97.7 3.78

• CaringforGod’screation 98.4 3.72

• Givinggenerously 99.2 3.69

• R eadingscriptureregularly 94.5 3.65

• S haringourfaithw ithothers 98.5 3.64

• Invitingsom eonetochurch 91.1 3.45

% R ankedindescendingorderofm ean.N rangedfrom 124-128.S cale:

1=“ N otatallim portant” ;2=“A littleim portant” ;3=“ Im portant” ;4=“ Very Im portant”
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R esults-Q uantitative

W hichofthefollow ing creationcarepracticesdescribeyourcongregation’s
currentinvolvem entlifting upGod’sloveforallcreation,ourconnectiontothe
restofcreation,orourroleinitsw ell-being– inW O R S HIP ?

ValidR eponses* n % Yes % N o

• Inprayers 82 96.3 3.7
• Inhym ns 79 91.1 8.9
• Inserm ons 80 80.0 20.0
• Inliturgy 81 58.0 42.0
• Inspecificservices,S undays,orseasons 80 48.8 51.2
• Inoutdoorservices 81 46.9 53.1
• Inlocalsanctuary plantsoraltarflow ers 76 43.4 56.6
• Inlocally m adecom m unionelem ents(bread,w ine) 81 38.3 61.7
• Inlocally m adealtarcloths,banners,artw ork 80 32.5 67.5

*R ankedindescendingorderofpercentageagreem ent.

R esults-Q uantitative

W hichofthefollow ingcreationcarepracticesdescribeyourcongregation’s
currentinvolvem entlifting upGod’sloveforallcreation,ourconnectiontotherest
ofcreation,orourroleinitsw ell-being – inEDU CAT IO N ?

ValidR eponses* n % Yes % N o

• Ininvolvem entw ithL utheranoutdoorm inistry (cam p) 79 62.0 38.0
• InVacationBibleS chool 74 60.8 39.2
• InS unday school 75 53.3 46.7
• InConfirm ationprogram m ing 75 46.7 53.3
• Inadultforum orbible study 80 35.0 65.0
• Incongregationoutings:hiking,cam ping,
• skiing,stargazing,etc. 75 26.7 73.3
• Inbookstudy groups 74 24.3 75.7
• T hroughguestspeakers:scientists,theologians 82 15.9 84.1

*R ankedindescendingorderofpercentageagreem ent.



1/30/2017

12

R esults-Q uantitative

W hichofthefollow ingcreationcarepracticesdescribeyourcongregation’s
currentinvolvem entlifting upGod’sloveforallcreation,ourconnectiontotherest
ofcreation,orourroleinitsw ell-being – inCO N GR EGAT IO N AL L IFE?

ValidR eponses* n % Yes % N o

• Inrecyclingpaper 83 94.0 6.0
• Inrecyclingglass,plastic,and/oralum inum 82 90.2 9.8
• Insignageforenergy conservation: 82 58.5 41.5
• Inencouragingtheuseoflocalfoodsources 79 48.1 51.9
• Inofferingfairtradecoffee/item sforsale 80 46.3 53.8
• Inusingfairtradecoffeeatchurchfunctions 81 29.6 70.4
• Inencouragingcarpool,bike,bustochurch 81 23.5 76.5
• Incom postingfoodw aste 80 11.3 88.8

*R ankedindescendingorderofpercentageagreem ent.

R esults-Q uantitative

W hichofthefollow ingcreationcarepracticesdescribeyourcongregation’s
currentinvolvem entlifting upGod’sloveforallcreation,ourconnectiontotherest
ofcreation,orourroleinitsw ell-being – inBU IL DIN G AN D GR O U N DS ?

ValidR eponses* n % Yes % N o

• Inreplacingregularlightbulbsw ithCFL s 75 74.7 25.3
• Inpoliciesthatdiscourage S tyrofoam use 76 56.6 43.4
• Inreplacingachurchfurnacetobem oreefficient 74 50.0 50.0
• Inconductinganenergy auditofchurchbuilding 67 47.8 52.2
• Inm aintainingachurchgardenw ithnativeplants 76 32.9 67.1
• Inprovidingw ildlifehabitat/M onarcharea 78 20.5 79.5
• Ingrow ingvegetables/hostingcom m unity garden 81 18.5 81.5
• Ininstallingrenew able energy (solarorw ind) 80 1.2 98.8

*R ankedindescendingorderofpercentageagreem ent.
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R esults-Q uantitative

W hichofthefollow ingcreationcarepracticesdescribeyourcongregation’s
currentinvolvem entlifting upGod’sloveforallcreation,ourconnectiontotherest
ofcreation,orourroleinitsw ell-being – inCO M M U N IT Y ACT IO N ?

ValidR eponses* n % Yes % N o

• Inadoptingaportionofhighw ay orbeachtocleanup 81 38.3 61.7

• Incollaboratingw ithnon-profit,non-governm ental

organizationstow orkfor environm entalsustainability 76 19.7 80.3

• Inhostingconversationsaboutenvironm ental

issuesinourarea 79 19.0 81.0

• Inw ritingtoelected leadersaboutcaring

fortheearth 70 14.3 85.7

*R ankedindescendingorderofpercentageagreem ent.

R esults-Q uantitative

How concernedareyou aboutthefollow ingchallengesfacingtheearth?

ValidR esponsesfor:
Dem ocratorleaning Dem ocrat n M ean t df p
R epublicanorleaning R epublican

• Clim atechange/globalw arm ing 106 3.79 4.483 20 .000
19 2.84

• W aterissues 104 3.63 1.654 121 .101
19 3.37

• Energyissues 106 3.62 1.611 123 .110
19 3.37

• L ossofbiodiversity/habitat 104 3.58 3.395 20 .003
19 2.74

S cale:
1=“ N otatallconcerned” ;2=“A littleconcerned” ;3=“ Concerned” ;4=“ Very Concerned”
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R esults-Q uantitative

How concernedareyou aboutthefollow ingchallengesfacingtheearth?

ValidR esponsesfor:
Dem ocratorleaning Dem ocrat n M ean t df p
R epublicanorleaning R epublican

• Food/Agricultureissues 106 3.45 1.399 123 .164
19 3.21

• M ineral/M iningissues 104 3.29 4.487 121 .000
19 2.47

• Forestry issues 106 3.19 2.309 123 .023
19 2.74

• Globalpopulationgrow th 104 3.11 2.500 120 .014
18 2.61

S cale:
1=“ N otatallconcerned” ;2=“A littleconcerned” ;3=“ Concerned” ;4=“ Very Concerned”

R esults-Q uantitative

P ossibleChallengesandP oliticalP reference

ValidR esponsesfor:
Dem ocratorleaning Dem ocrat n M ean t df p
R epublicanorleaning R epublican

• O therproblem sinthew orldarem ore 104 1.86 -3.455 119 .001
pressing. 17 2.47

• T headded expensesindealingw ith 106 1.42 -2.787 122 .006
thisproblem arenotw orthit. 18 1.83

• Elected leadersarenotm ovingfast 103 3.32 3.239 118 .002
enough tom akeand enforcestricter 17 2.71

environm entalpolicies.

S cale:1=“ S tronglyDisagree” ;2=“ Disagree” ;3=“Agree” ;4=“ S tronglyAgree”
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R esults-Q uantitative

S ociety,CaringfortheEarth,andP oliticalP reference

ValidR esponsesfor:
Dem ocratorleaning Dem ocrat n M ean t df p
R epublicanorleaning R epublican

• Ihavebecom em oreconcerned about 105 3.41 2.615 29 .014
theenvironm entinrecentyears. 19 3.05

• T heaveragesurfacetem perature of 102 3.60 6.123 117 .000
theearthhasbeenincreasing. 17 2.76

• Hum anactivity isasignificantfactor 103 3.67 5.369 118 .000
inglobaltem perature increase. 17 2.94

• Hum anity’sw ell-beingisdependent 105 3.82 4.902 122 .000
ontheearth’sw ell-being. 19 3.26

S cale:1=“ S tronglyDisagree” ;2=“ Disagree” ;3=“Agree” ;4=“ S tronglyAgree”

R esults-Q uantitative

S ociety,CaringfortheEarth,andP oliticalP reference

ValidR esponsesfor:

Dem ocratorleaning Dem ocrat n M ean t df p

R epublicanorleaning R epublican

• T hereisoverw helm ingscientificevidence 104 3.63 4.435 118 .000

thatcurrentresourceuseisunsustainable. 16 2.94

• T hem ediahaveoverem phasized the 104 1.71 -3.609 119 .000

urgency ofcaringfortheenvironm ent. 17 2.41

• Forthesakeoftheglobalcom m unity,the 103 3.58 2.961 117 .004

U .S .should reduceitscarbonem issions 16 3.06

evenifothercountriesdon’tdothesam e.

S cale:1=“ S tronglyDisagree” ;2=“ Disagree” ;3=“Agree” ;4=“ S tronglyAgree”
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R esults-Q uantitative

How essentialarethesepracticesforChristianidentity and/orparticipationin
God’sm issioninthe21st century?

ValidR esponsesfor: Clergy n M ean t df p

L aity

• W orshipingGod regularly 82 3.90 3.470 57 .001

46 3.56

• P rayingregularly 82 3.88 2.460 64 .017

45 3.67

• R eadingscriptureregularly 82 3.83 4.429 57 .000

45 3.31

• Invitingsom eonetochurch 81 3.59 3.433 122 .001

43 3.19
S cale:

1=“ N otatallim portant” ;2=“A littleim portant” ;3=“ Im portant” ;4=“ Very Im portant”

R esults-Q uantitative

How essentialarethesepracticesforChristianidentity and/orparticipationin
God’sm issioninthe21st century?

ValidR esponsesfor: Clergy n M ean t df p

L aity

• S haringourfaithw ithothers 82 3.74 3.109 79 .003
45 3.44

• CaringforGod’screation 81 3.74 0.504 125 .615

46 3.70

• Givinggenerously 82 3.84 4.790 69 .000

46 3.41

• Caringforthepoor 82 3.94 2.335 62 .023

46 3.78
S cale:

1=“ N otatallim portant” ;2=“A littleim portant” ;3=“ Im portant” ;4=“ Very Im portant”
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R esults-Q uantitative

P ossibleChallengesandGender

ValidR esponsesfor: M ale n M ean t df p

Fem ale

• T hisproblem istoobigform etom ake 74 2.04 2.467 127 .015

am eaningfuldifference. 55 1.75

• O therproblem sinthew orldarem ore 73 2.12 3.331 124 .001

pressing. 53 1.72

• N otenough collectivew illhasbeen 72 2.97 3.861 123 .000

generated tom akeadifference. 53 2.43

S cale:1=“ S tronglyDisagree” ;2=“ Disagree” ;3=“Agree” ;4=“ S tronglyAgree”

R esults-Q uantitative

P ossibleChallengesandAge

ValidR esponsesfor: Ages18-49 n M ean t df p

Ages50+

• N otenough collectivew illhasbeen 36 2.50 -2.191 124 .030

generated tom akeadifference. 90 2.84

• T hisissueistoodivisivetobringup. 35 1.94 2.815 61 .007

93 1.61

• P rim ary em ployersinm y areaw ould 32 2.72 2.919 106 .004

notbeopentocreationcareideas. 76 2.30

S cale:1=“ S tronglyDisagree” ;2=“ Disagree” ;3=“Agree” ;4=“ S tronglyAgree”



1/30/2017

18

R esults-Q uantitative

Christianunderstandingofhow hum ansshouldrelatetoearth

Valid% (n=126)

• Hum anity’sinterdependentrelationshipsw ithGod and the
restofcreationm akeusparticipantsw ithGod inGod’s
creativeand redeem ingw orkforthew holeearthcom m unity. 60.3

• Aspeoplecreated inGod’sim age,w eactonGod’sbehalfto
protecttheearthand itscreaturesforfuturegenerations. 34.9

• God hasgivenhum anity dom inionovertheearthinorder
toutilizeitsresourcesfortheprogressofhum anity. 3.2

• N oneofthese. 1.6

R esults-Q ualitativeT hem es
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Conclusions

• (1)L eadersinthesynodareconcernedaboutseveral
challengesfacingtheearth.

• (2)T heS ynodexhibitsaw arenessofandopennessto
biblicalandtheologicalconnectionstoearth
stew ardship.

• (3)P oliticalpreferenceisam ajorfactorrelativeto
creationcareperceptions.

• (4)Congregationalcreationcarepracticesareless
pronouncedthanpersonalpractices.

• (5)Integratingcongregationsdem onstrategreater
capacitytoexhibitthem issionalcharacterofcreation
carethandothosew ithoutcreationcareteam s.


